Character
Characters (Person, Figur): The “people” in a fictional text. Do not use the words person or people.
Protagonist (Protagonist) also: main / major character: The central charac​ter who engages the reader’s interest. 
Antagonist (Antagonist): The character that stands directly opposed to the protagonist and causes the conflict of the story. 
Round character (komplexe Figur): A character who is similar to real individuals, has several traits and behaves in a way that is similar to real life. He often displays the inconsistencies and internal conflicts found in most real people. He usually changes in the course of a story. 
Flat character (eindimensionale Figur): A character who has only one or two qualities or traits. 
Stock characters: Stereotypes such as the “dumb blonde” or the “mean stepmother”. 
Characterization: The way in which an author presents his or her characters. 
Explicit / Direct character​ization: The reader is told directly about a character’s personality by the narrator, another charac​ter or the character him- or herself. Examples:
Narrator: Tom was a kind man. Another character: Mrs Miller told her friend that Tom was a kind man. Character himself: (Tom to a friend) “You needn’t worry, I’m kind and helpful.”

Implicit / Indirect characterization: The reader is expected to draw conclusions about a character by studying his appearance, behaviour, choice of words, opinions, way of talking etc. Examples:

Appearance: She was shabbily dressed in faded, torn pants and wrinkled gray shirt.  (Conclusion: She is poor.) Behaviour: He quickly ducked and raised his hands to cover his face as the older man approached him. (Conclusion: He is a coward.) Words: “I simply don’t know what to do,” Sam complained. (Conclusion: Sam is weak and indecisive). 
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